
Capture Sutton for The 
King: Then, Now & Next



The London Borough of Sutton needs you…
… to help us document what Sutton is like at the time of The Coronation of His 
Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort.

We would like you to think about the Borough, your area and your school:

Then Now Next



18 High St, Sutton, 1908 
David Knights-Whittome
Photographer to the King

Do you recognise this street?

We’re going to be thinking about what 
Sutton was like in the past, what it is like 

now and what it could be like in the 
future.



Then Beddington Infants’ School

A classroom at St Philomena’s 
Catholic High School for Girls, 1908



Then

Bandon Hill Primary 
School Prospectus, 

1991/1992Cheam School Concert 
Programme, 1929

Cheam Park Farm Junior 
School Prospectus, 

1994/1995



Then

Let’s think about Sutton and about your school 100 years ago. 

What shops were on the high street?

What did the houses look like?

What clothes did people wear?

What equipment was used in the classroom? 



Now

Wallington Library

Cheam High Street

Sutton High Street



Now

What shops are on the high street?
What do the houses look like?

What clothes do people wear?

What equipment is used in the classroom? 

Let’s think about Sutton and about your school now. 

How has Sutton become more diverse than it was 100 years ago?



Next
Let’s think about Sutton and about your school 50 years in the future. 

What shops will be on the high street?

What will the houses look like?

What clothes will people wear?

What equipment will be used in the classroom? 

King Charles III is a passionate Environmentalist and “Sustainability” is one of 
the themes of The Coronation. How can you apply this to your thinking?



Task 1: Now
We want you to contribute to Sutton’s historical archives, by 
capturing photographs of your school and your area between 
March and May 2023, in the lead up to The Coronation of His 
Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort. You could 
also take photos of how your school is celebrating The Coronation 
(school work, decorations, displays etc.)

Many of these photographs will be featured in an exhibition called 
Capture Sutton for the King: Then, Now and Next in The 
Gallery at Sutton Central Library, 4th May - 11th May 2023.

They will also become part of Sutton’s Archives, at Sutton Central 
Library, which you can visit anytime.

Video resource

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1-1SaqeKio7XO6BLzqFOvtRnylorxnG-s/view


Sutton’s Celebrations: The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, 
1953



Celebrations in 
Wallington for the 
Coronation of King 
Edward VII, 1902

Celebrations in Cheam 
for the Coronation of 
King George V, 1911



Task 2: Next

We want you to design a sustainable school of the future. 

Please consider: 

What changes could you 
make to everyday school life, 

that are better for the 
environment?

What technology could you use 
or invent, to ensure you are 
wasting less and being more 

sustainable at school?

What lessons could be taught, to 
ensure pupils are knowledgeable 

about the environment?

What positive changes could be 
made to your playground and 

outdoor space, your classroom, 
your school hall and your 
lunchtime food choices?



Task 2: Next

We want you to design a sustainable school of the future. 

Please consider: 

What sustainable energy 
sources could power your 

school?

How could you use less energy 
by learning outside of the 

classroom?

How could you encourage 
biodiversity in your school 

grounds? 

Think about:
● Protecting wildlife

● Using less to reduce waste
● Planting trees and plants

● Composting



You may be inspired by projects such as…
● The Wilko Living Wall in Sutton

● Future school design in Vietnam

● Future school in Hungary

● Building with a green-roof/ski run on top in Denmark

● Building with a vertical forest  in Italy 

● Shipping container classrooms

https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/designing-the-schools-of-the-future
https://dailynewshungary.com/futuristic-school-built-hungary/
https://www.snowmagazine.com/news/copenhagen-s-rooftop-ski-slope-on-top-of-a-power-plant
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/how-milans-bosco-verticale-has-changed-the-way-designers-think-about-sustainable-design
https://www.grassroofcompany.co.uk/green-roof-container


You may be inspired by projects such as…
● SuDS in Schools  

● Projects run in Sutton by The Tree Council

● The Natural History Museum’s National Education Nature Park and Climate 
Action Awards Scheme

● Wildlife Garden Resources

● Keep it Tidy’s Eco Schools programme

https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/projects/suds/#:~:text=SERT%20designed%20and%20installed%20ten,flood%20risk%20in%20Hackbridge%2C%20Sutton.
https://treecouncil.org.uk/tree-wardens-planting-a-greener-greater-london/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/national-impact/national-education-nature-park-and-climate-action-awards-scheme.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/national-impact/national-education-nature-park-and-climate-action-awards-scheme.html
https://www.sncv.org.uk/wildlife-on-suttons-doorstep/biodiversitygardens/wildlife-gardening-resources/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/


Task 2: Next

You could carry out this task

As a class or year group As individuals

As a small STEAM group or clubAs a school or Key Stage



Task 2: Next
You could present this work

As an illustrated mind 
map of ideas

As a drawing or diagram

As a model box/diorama

Digitally, on a programme 
like Minecraft Education, 
LEGO Digital Designer, 
SketchUp or Tinkercad

Or however you would 
like… get creative!



Exhibition & Prize
Your output from Tasks 1 & 2 must be submitted to Claudia Lander, Library Development Officer by 
Tuesday 2nd May 2023. 

Photos and designs will be featured in an exhibition, Capture Sutton for the King: Then, Now and 
Next, in The Gallery at Sutton Central Library, 4th May - 11th May 2023. School groups and 
individuals will be able to visit the exhibition during this time.

There will be a prize for both the best photograph and the best design for a school of the future. The 
winning entries will receive a free cyanotype photography workshop for their school, along with £100 
to spend on STEAM materials for the school. 


