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Residents’ views on the 
existing Beech Tree Place

Residents’ Likes
Over the last two years we have been 

working with residents through a 

series of workshops, drop in sessions, 

steering group meetings and one to 

one conversations. We’ve used these 

opportunities to listen to their views and 

to obtain a better understanding of what’s 

important to this community. During 

these discussions residents have told us 

about the importance of maintaining their 

independence, as well as their current 

location in the town centre, which is easily 

accessible to transport links and local 

amenities. Residents have also told us that 

they value the heritage and character of 

Beech Tree Place, including its connection 

with St Nicholas church and the stone 

eagles.

Residents’ Dislikes
Residents have also told us about some of 

the challenges they face and what they’d 

like to see improved. Residents said their 

homes are not energy efficient and are 

poorly insulated. We’ve also been told that 

the current bedsits are very small, while 

the stairs to the first floor flats are too 

steep. Externally, the cul de sac has sloping 

pathways which make it difficult for those 

who are less mobile, whilst parking on the 

estate is an ongoing problem.

“ It’s a practical and pleasant 
place for not only residents but 
also for those who pass up and 
down this area” 
(Residents quote 2018)

“ The stone eagles used to be 
on the gated entrance to the 
vicarage on West Street, and 
should be incorporated in any 
future options” 
(Residents quote 2018)

“ The character of the 
churchyard flintwork walls & 
existing brickwork on the estate 
should be reflected in the 
character of emerging options” 
(Residents quote 2020)

“ Sunlight shines at the front of 
the homes in the morning and 
the back of the homes in the 
afternoon” 
(Residents quote 2018)

“ I must admit the 
stairs are a chore 
but banisters help” 
(Residents quote 2018)

“ Sloping path outside 
the flats causing 
issues for the less 
mobile” 
(Residents quote 2020)

“ Poor heating, no gas and 
the cost of heating, I have  
to use additional heating” 
(Residents quote 2018

“ The traffic speeds by too fast  
on St Nicholas Way, especially swinging 
out of the multi-storey car-park” 
(Residents quote 2020)


































